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Radio  Farm  Directors 
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Radio  and  Television  Service  ^ 
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December  2,  1955 
U.  S.  DEPARi  Letter  No.  693 


Lear  Farm  Director: 


Yesterday  USDA's  33rd  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  held 
the  last  of  its  four  days  sessions.    Extension  delegates  are  now  headed  hack 
to  their  states  to  help  interpret  and  apply  the  national  outlook  for  195^  to 
their  own  region  and  localities.    If  you  want  to  present  the  outlook  for  '56, 
as  it  seems  likely  to  affect  your  region,  see  your  county  agents  and  State 
Extension  people.    As  you  know,  for  several  years  now,  the  outlook  for  various 
farm  commodities  has  become  more  and  more  of  a  year  around  proposition.  Many 
radio  and  TV  farm  directors  plan  to  use  the  state  and  local  Extension  people 
and  their  applications  of  the  Outlook  for  the  coming  year  as  end  of  the  year 
or  a  New  Year  feature.    Seme  will  plan  a  whole  series  of  '56  outlook  features 
to  run  at  least  to  planting  time.    By  now,  you  no  doubt  have  already  received 
most  of  the  Outlook  issues  of  the  regular  AMS  Situation  Reports  on  the 
different  farm  products.    They  form  a  good  guide.,  with  the  enclosed  Chart  Book, 


A  Glance  at  the  General  Picture 


As  Fred  V/augh,  director  of  AMS's  Economics  Division,  told  the  Conference, 
in  1956  the  economists  expect  a  further  rise  in  national  income  --  but  a 
further  drop  in  farm  income.    He  pointed  out  that  this  is  an  abnormal  situa- 
tion.    If  continued  much  longer  it  would  lead  to  an  unhealthy  lack  of  balance 
in  the  American  economy.    But  these  abnormal  trends  are  not  likely  to  continue 
much  longer.    He  said  that  in  most  of  the  future,  as  in  most  of  the  past, 
farm  income  and  national  incomes  are  likely  to  move  in  the  same  direction. 
Farm  prosperity  and  general  prosperity  still  depend  upon  one  another.   .   .  . 
On  the  outlook  for  exports,  FAS  Admn.  Gwynn  Garnett  forecast  that  the  export 
gains  made  during  the  past  two  years  will  be  held,  but  he  does  not  see  much 
probability  of  immediate  further  improvement.     He  sees  new  marketing  opportuni- 
ties for  the  U.S.  to  sell  semi-processed  products  -  new  dairy  products,  new 
poultry  products,  new  meat  products  -  to  retain  and  strengthen  the  place  of 
American  agriculture  in  the  world  market. 

Meed  for  Better  Living  on  Farms 

Dr.  Margaret  Brew,  ARS,    told  the  Conference  that  in  spite  of  con- 
tinued spending  of  farm  families  for  home  conveniences  and  facilities,  at 
least  one-third  of  all  U.S.  farms  lack  piped  running  water  in  the  house.  And 
although  farm  families  produce  and  buy  large  quantities  of  food,  the  daily 
meals  of  many  of  them  still  lack  some  essential  nutrients  -  especially  calcium 
and  vitamin  C.     She  declared  that  a  continuing  program  of  nutrition  education 
is  needed. 
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New  Developments  in  Insect  Research 

At  the  Entomological  Society  of  America  meeting  in  Cincinnati  this 
week,  USDA's  Deputy  Admn.  of  Research  George  Irving,  Jr.  described  aerosol 
generators  capable  of  producing  a  cloud  of  insecticide  that  can  be  drifted 
across  entire  cities  or  swamps  for  fly  or  mosquito  control;  new  ways  to 
fumigate;  better  control  of  harmful  insects  by  use  of  their  natural  enemies, 
and  the  development  of  insect-resistant  varieties  of  crops  through  plant 

breeding  Entomologists  from  the  Orlando  Laboratory  reported  the 

Department  not  yet  recommending  use  of  poison  bait  stations  to  kill  flies, 
but  said  this  cafeteria-type  self-service  looks  promising.   .   .   ,  Specialists 
from  the  North  Central  States  and  the  US DA  announced  that  next  summer  farmers 
will  have  a  new  way  to  control  European  corn  borers  using  DDT  in  ready-to-use, 

easy-to-handle  granular  form  Another  development  still  in  the  test 

stage  is  dripping  a  parathion  solution  into  irrigation  water  to  kill  mosquito 
larvae  in  rice  fields.     By  using  one  ounce  of  insecticide  to  a  million  gallons 

of  water,  researchers  reported  they  got  a  complete  kill  and  a 

Department  bee  specialist  came  up  with  a  plan  to  make  the  busy  bee  more 
efficient  and  to  provide  bee-keepers  with  a  steadier  supply  of  honey.    He  has 
found  that  sweet  clovers  differ  widely  in  yields  of  nectar.    He  proposed 
breeding  higher  nectar-yielding  clovers  so  the  bees  can  gather  more  nectar 
with  fewer  visits  to  the  flowers. 

Webster  Reports  on  Farm  Radio  Abroad 

USDA  Information  Director  R.  Lyle  Webster  steamed  in  Wednesday  from 
four  weeks  in  Europe  where  he  helped  represent  this  country  at  the  biennial 
conference  of  FAO  in  Rome.     Scmehow,  during  the  meetings,  he  found  time  to 
get  some  taped  interviews  made  and  sent  back  to  us,  and  these  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  RFDs  here  who  previously  indicated  an  interest  in  recordings  from 
abroad. 

He  returned  quite  impressed  with  the  radio  service  at  the  FAO  head- 
quarters where  recordings  are  made  in  many  languages  for  use  in  dozens  of 
countries.    FAO  has  a  well-equipped  studio  with  taping  and  transcribing  equip- 
ment that  would  do  justice  to  a  big  broadcasting  station. 

Renato  Vertunni  both  impressed  and  surprised  Lyle  with  his  Sunday 
farm  TV  show  on  the  Italian  Network  which  often  includes  a  USDA  fiLm  clip. 
Lyle  says  Vertunni  seems  strictly  on  the  beam  also  with  his  live  farm  tele- 
vision presentation. 

Stopping  in  Paris  mainly  for  conferences  with  the  FAT IS  staff,  Brother 
Webster  visited  with  Raymond  Cherrier,  farm  man  of  Radiodif fusion  Francaise 
and  later  in  London  with  Harry  Hunt,  BBC,  both  of  whom  talked  hopefully  to 
him  about  the  future  of  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television Association. 

Here's  That  Man  Again.' 

Off  to  London  town  on  Saturday  as  guest  of  the  Farmers  Club  of  London 
is  Phil  Alampi,  WRCA,  New  York.  Phil  is  president  of  the  New  York  City  Farm 
Club  this  year,  and  makes  the  trip  with  expenses  paid  by  the  London  group. 
He'll  speechify  a  bit,  tour  the  Isles  a  bit,  and  repatriate  himself  about 
Dec  16.     He  carries  official  greetings  from  NATRFD  to  EFRTA. 

Yesterday  in  the  patio  downstairs,  USDA  and  the  wheat  industry  opened  a  six-week 
exhibit  telling  the  story  of  wheat  from  field  to  dinner  table.     USDA's  new 
bulletin  "Bread  .   .   .  Facts  for  Consumers"  is  being  distributed  at  the  exhibit. 
Early  next  year  most  of  the  exhibit  will  be  available  for  showing  in  other  parts 
of  the  country. 
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NATRFD  Officers  for  '56 

With  over  25O  members  and  associate  members  registered  from  30  states 
and  Canada,  the  12th  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Television 
and  Radio  Farm  Directors  went  off  in  grand  style  at  Chicago's  Conrad  Hilton 
Hotel,  Nov.  25,  26  and  27. 

New  officers  elected  for  1956  are  John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville, 
president;  Jack  Timmons,  EWEB,  Shreveport,  vice-president  and  Dix  Harper, 
WIS,  Chicago,  sec'y-treas.  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO  Des  Moines,  one-time  ( *k6) 
prexy,  was  re-elected  NATRFD  historian,  a  perennial  occurrence, 

Retiring  president  is  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford.    McDonald  and 
Timmons  are  moving  up  from  the  vice -presidency  and  sec 'y-treasurership, 
respectively „     Harper  has  served  this  year  as  editor  of  the  monthly  'NATRFD 
Chats".     President-elect  McDonald  appointed  Wes  Seyler,  WIBW,  Topeka,  to  the 
editorship.    For  the  past  two  years,  Seyler  has  chairmanned  the  organization's 
International  Relations  Committee. 

Three  Fully  Packed  Meeting  Days 

In  three  fully  and  firmly  packed  days  and  nights  of  business  and 
technical  meetings,  breakfasts,  lunches,  and  dinners,  the  delegates  and  their 
guests  devoted  themselves  to  studies  and  discussions  of  current  problems, 
enterprises  and  techniques  of  successful  farm  broadcasting.    Eight  meals  and 
various  social  events  on  the  schedule  were  sponsored  by  ten  trade  and  breed 
associations,  firms  and  foundations.  .  .  .  One  focal  point  of  the  meet  was 
the  talk  by  Henry  Clay,  manager  of  KWKH,  Shreveport,  la,,  appraising  farm 
service  broadcasting  from  the  managerial  viewpoint,  and  making  suggestions 
for  further  growth  in  service.   .   .   .  Herb  Plambeck,  who  represented  radio 
and  TV  on  the  trip  of  U.S.  farmers  to  Russia  last  summer,  showed  slides  and 
films  he  made  in  the  USSR. 

Special  Farm  Service  Awards 

The  annual  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  Award  for  outstanding  work 
in  explaining  agriculture  to  the  public  went  to  Phil  Alampi,  WRCA,  New  York, 
with  honorable  mention  to  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  and  the  WIS,  Chicago, 
farm  department,  represented  by  Maynard  Bertsch. 

Bill  McDonald,  KFAB,  Lincoln,  received  a  30-year  tenure  award  as  farm 
broadcaster;  Louis  Kaiser,  WHCU,  Cornell  Univc ,  28  years;  Elmer  Curtis,  KFBI, 
Wichita,  26  years;  and  Emil  "Farmer"  Bill,  WMBD,  Peoria,  and  Milt  Bliss,  NBC, 
Chicago,  each  20-year  awards.  Thirteen  others  received  tenure  awards  from  11 
thru  19  years,  plu3  15  ten-year  awards.  Normally,  awards  are  issued  only  for 
10,  20  and  30  year  tenures,  but  some  had  not  received  10-year  awards  on 
schedule . 

National  Safety  Council  awards  for  exceptional  service  to  farm  safety 
were  presented  to  three  TV  stations,  22  radio  stations  and  three  combined 
radio-TV. 

'56  Spring  Meet  in  Minneapolis 

The  Association  voted  to  hold  its  1956  spring  meeting  in  Minneapolis, 
after  hearing  invitations  from  Maynard  Speece ,  WCCO,  that  city,  and  Derek  Rooke, 
WMC-TV,  Memphis.   .   .  The  195^+  spring  meet  took  place  in  Omaha,  1952  in  Houston, 
1950  in  St.  Louis,  and  in  Washington  on  the  alternate  years. 


Farm  and  Heme  Network  Shows  Dec.  10 


CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EET . 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:    Tailor-Made  Soils ,  with  George  Van 
Horn,  Penn.  State  Univ. ;  Certified  Dog  Food,  with  Alice  Skelsey  and  Dale 
Glascock,  ARS,  and  International  Farming  with  Knowlton  Nash,  IFAP. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     National  Watershed  Congress. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     Agr'l  Outlook 
for  1956  with  Bushrod  Allin  and  Fred  Waugh,  AMS. 


Again  -  Do  you  Want  Those  Speeches? 


Just  a  routine  check  -  About  a  month  ago  we  asked  those  who  want  to 
continue  to  get  copies  of  USDA  VTP  speeches  to  let  us  know.     Some  have  already 
indicated  they  want  to  stay  on  the  mailing  list.    Let  us  know  and  we'll  keep 
your  name  on  the  list.    Otherwise  -  No. 


Another  RFD  Station  Manager 

When  word  got  out  about  the  promotion  of  BFD  Dick  Passage  (KYAK, 
Yakima,  Wash. )    to  managership  of  the  station,  it  was  feared  that  those 
Washington  State  apples  Dick  has  been  bringing  to  the  NATRFD  Chicago  meeting 
each  fall  would  be  missing  this  year,  but  not  so.    They  arrived,  late,  but 
in  time  to  disappear  completely  during  closing  sessions.    Dick,  unfortunately, 
couldn't  get  away  from  his  new  duties.    His  advancement  adds  to  the  ranks  of 
RFDs  who  have  "made  good"  by  advancement  to  managerial  posts.     Some  others 
are  Larry  Haeg,  WCCO ,  Minneapolis;  Chris  Mack,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.;  Merle 
Galusha ,  WGY,  Schenectady  (Emerson  Markham  did  the  same  thing  there  years 
ago ) ;  and  Ed  Mason,  KXXX,  Colby,  Kansas.    Any  others? 

Murray  and  Coles  Sign  Off 

We  are  saddened  by  the  belated  news  of  the  passing  of  two  farm  broad- 
casters in  recent  weeks.     Hig  Murray,  WTMJ,  Milwaukee,  died  of  a  heart  attack 
on  October  10,  at  the  age  of  52.     A~longtime  official  of  the  Milwaukee  Stock- 
yards, he  joined  WTMJ  in  1952  to  do  a  daily  show  called  "Rural  Route"  and 
recently  has  done  a  regular  Saturday  afternoon  TV  show.    The  station  already 
has  been  in  touch  with  Don  Tuttle  ( WGY )  chairman  of  the  NATRFD  professional 
guidance  committee,  in  search  of  someone  to  carry  on  with  Hig's  program.   .  . 
Embert  Coles  of  the  Kansas  State  Experiment  Station  at  Colby,  Kansas,  who  did 
a  regular  program  on  KXXX,  died  suddenly  last  summer. 


Sincerely, 


Layne/Beaty, 


Chief 

Radio  &  Television  Service 
P.S.    All  this  international  travel  being  done  by  RFDs  is  not  without  hazards, 
Word  from  Harry  Hunt,  BBC,  London,  says  when  Jack  Jackson  (KCMO  Kansas  City) 
spent  a  day  with  Harry  on  his  Sussex  farm  recently,  Harry  put  rubber  boots  on 
Jack  and  had  him  chasing  pigs  which  had  escaped  their  pens. 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Tear  Farm  Director 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

I  u.  s. 


DLPAkTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


December  9,  1955 
Letter  No.  oQh 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  just  issued  a  statement  that  special 
programs  to  help  "boost  pork  marketings  will  he  continued  and  emphasized;  and 
suggested  that  farmers  hold  down  spring  pig  farrowing.    The  Secretary  pointed 
out  that  hogs  seem  to  have  been  marketed  somewhat  earlier  than  usual  this 
year,  hut  said  that  as  soon  as  we  pass  the  marketing  peak,  we  can  expect  hog 
prices  to  improve.     Looking  to  the  future,  he  declared  that  if  producers  hold 
down  the  number  of  pigs  they  raise  in  1956,  their  marketing  position  will  be 
strengthened  when  those  pigs  are  marketed  next  year.     He  said  it  will  certainly 
be  very  much  in  hog  raisers  own  interest  to  avoid  excessive  pig  farrowings 
next  spring. 

As  you  may  have  noted,  yesterday  the  Department  reported  more  canned 
pork  bought  under  the  pork  buying  program  this  past  week  than  any  week  yet  - 
nearly  twice  as  much  as  last  week.     Since  early  November,  USDA  has  bought 
considerably  more  than  28  million  pounds  of  pork  to  help  expand  the  use  of 
pork  products  in  this  country.     Next  offers  will  be  received  next  Monday. 
The  Secretary  also  emphasized  today  that  the  Department  is  emphasizing  the 
plentiful  foods  program  to  promote  more  use  of  pork,  is  pushing  the  exports 
of  lard,  and  packers  are  adopting  a  method  of  trim  which  will  result  in  less 
fat  with  retail  pork  cuts,  in  line  \r±th  the  program  for  more  efficiency  and 
better  marketing. 


Farm  Commodities  as  Raw  Materials 


Research  Admn.  Byron  Shaw  told  Experiment  Station  and  Extension  work- 
ers at  Eaton  Rouge  Tuesday  that  research  and  extension  will  have  to  step  up 
their  efforts  enormously  to  keep  pace  with  industry.     He  pointed  out  that  we're 
just  beginning  to  study  the  chemical  composition  of  farm  products  in  the  way 
industrial  chemists  have  studied  petroleum.     Dr.  Shaw  said  we  know  their 
intensive  work  has  enabled  the  industry  to  convert  oil  into  hundreds  of  useful 
products.    He  suggested  chat  the  same  vigorous  approach  to  the  chemistry  of 
economic  plants,  to  fats  and  oils,  and  other  farm  products  will  lead  to  similar 
returns  


As  Secretary  Benson  told  the  Metropolitan  Co-op  Milk  Producers  Bargain- 
ing Agency  at  Syracuse  Monday,  "We  are  a  dynamic,  expanding  nation.     Each  year 
the  growth  of  population  means  nearly  three  million  new  consumers  and  a  need 
for  between  1§  and  2  percent  more  food.     Me  will  require  much  larger  farm 
production  in  the  future  than  we  have  now."    He  pointed  out,  however,  that  we 
cannot  wait  for  tomorrow's  growth  to  solve  today's  problems.     We  have  to  build 
markets  now.    A  storage  program  is  not  a  market. 
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Tape -a- Day  froLi  Small  Farmer 

Dick  Griffith,  RFD  for  KGBT,  Harlingen,  Texas,  reports  his  goal  is  at 
least  one  tape  a  day  with  some  small  farmer  that  no  one  knows  outside  his 
own  community.     Dick  says,  "I  get  who  he  is,  where  he  farms,  and  his  opinions 
about  local,  state  and  national  situations  that  might  affect  not  only  himself 
but  all  of  us  as  well.     Dick  and  his  station  manager  Bob  McDonald  work  together 
and  try  to  keep  the  audience  guessing  which  one  will  be  at  the  mike  for  their 
farm  programs  6:00-7:00  a.m.  Monday  through  Sat.  and  12:30-12:^5  Monday  through 
Friday  on  radio,  two  quarter  hour  farm  shows  on  TV  each  week.    Dick  Griffith 
is  M.S.  (Mighty  Smart)  in  entomology,  graduate  entomological  consultant,  and 
former  extension  entomologist  for  3  years  in  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Bob, 
of  course,  has  been  farming  and  RFDing  around  those  parts  for  over  ih  years. 

Social  Security  for  Farmers 

By  the  end  of  January  all  farmers  who  hire  farm  hands  and  pay  the  farm- 
hand $100  or  more  cash  wages  in  1955  will  have  to  file  Social  Security  forms 
for  those  employees  by  1/31/56.    They  should  apply  for  a  farm  employer's 
identification  number  before  then*    They  can  get  the  application  for  this 
number  at  their  nearest  Internal  Revenue  office  or  Social  Security  District 
office.    Morton  Lebow,  of  the  Baltimore  SS  office,  tells  us  Social  Security 
is  trying  to  prepare  taped  interviews  to  emphasize  this.    You  may  wish  to 
contact  your  local  Social  Security  district  manager  to  interview  him  on  your 
show. 

Network  Celebration  Farm  Roundup 

One  of  the  snappiest,  best-edited  roundups  of  farm  material  we've 
heard  lately  was  the  McClatchey  network  farm  show  (California)  tenth  anniver- 
sary celebration  on  October  12.    Originating  at  KFBK,  Sacramento,  it  included 
taped  and  live  pickups  from  McClatchey  stations  KERN,  Bakersfield  (Dick  Martin), 
KM J,    Fresno,  (Sid  Cox)  and  KOH,  Reno,  Nev.  (William  Agler),  and  tape  excerpts 
of  significant  broadcasts  through  the  past  ten  years.    Looking  ahead  to  the 
next  ten  years,  McClatchey  farm  director  Hamilton  Hintz  presented  taped  state- 
ments by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson,  and  the  California  State  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture.    It  was  a  half -hour  show. 

Check  Up  on  Brucellosis  Speed  Up 

The  Secretary's  5-man  advisory  group  on  speeding  up  U.S. -State  plans 
for  eradicating  brucellosis  yesterday  called  six  regional  meetings  to  begin 
in  January,  to  consider  how  the  plans  are  working.     Interested  individuals  and 
organizations  will  discuss  the  value  and  conduct  of  the  campaign,  and  the 
advisory  group  will  consider  any  opinions  and  ideas  which  seem  likely  to 
improve  the  speed-up.    The  meetings  will  be  at  Salt  Lake  City,  January  23; 
Fort  Worth,  Jan.  25;  Cmaha,  Jan.  27;  New  York  City,  Feb.  6;  Atlanta,  Feb.  8, 
and  Chicago,  Feb.  10. 

North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  and  Maine  have  already  been  certified 
as  "Modified  Certified  Brucellosis  Free".     Delaware,  Washington,  Wisconsin  and 
Fuerto  Rico  hope  to  reach  that  goal  by  next  year.    And  Alaska,  Connecticut, 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Tennessee  have  set  their  sights  for  i960  or  before. 

The  chief  measures  of  the  program  include:  (l)  testing  to  locate 
brucellosis  infection,  (2)  eliminating  animals  found  infected,  and  (3) 
vaccinating  calves  against  the  disease. 
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New  Strategy  in  Plant  War 

Researchers  may  have  a  new  approach  to  developing  disease-resistant 
crops.    The  Department  announced  yesterday  that  its  plant  breeder  H.  H.  Flor> 
working  on  flax-rust  at  Fargo,  N.D.,  has  found  how  the  inherited  character- 
istics of  the  rust  and  the  flax  are  matched  in  the  fight  against  each  other. 
Both  the  flax  and  the  rust  fungus  are  plants  which  have  genes  within  their 
cells  that  determine  their  characters  and  transmit  those  characters  from  one 
generation  to  the  next.    Dr.  Flor  has  found  that  for  every  rust  gene  affecting 
its  attacking  power  there 1 s  a  flax  gene  that  determines  how  the  flax  plant  will 
meet  the  threat.    The  outcome  of  the  contest  may  depend  on  which  of  several 
contrasting  genes  occur  in  the  rust  and  in  the  flax.    The  scientist  has  de- 
veloped varieties  of  flax  with  known  defensive  characteristics  that  show  just 
where  the  attacking  rust  strain  is  weak.    Researchers  here  say  the  same 
principles  may  show  breeders  how  to  improve  other  plants  to  give  them 
resistance  to  the  fungi  that  affect  every  major  crop.     So  this  looks  like 
one  of  those  basic  findings  for  more  research  stories  in  the  years  to  come. 

From  the  Ground  Up 

Wednesday  we  had  the  world  premier  of  a  new  short  color  film,  "From 
the  Ground  Up"  which  showed  the  Soil  Survey  in  action.     It  was  part  of  the 
new  series  of  visual  lectures  on  how  the  Department  operates.    This  one  was 
presented  by  SCS,  with  Paul  Pearson,  a  Maryland  farmer,  and  Admn.  Don  Williams 
alternating  as  MC.  and  the  farmer  and  his  local  SCS  representative  brought 
the  story  right  down  to  the  land  with  enlarged  maps  showing  how  the  principles 
of  soil  and  water  conservation  were  applied  on  Pearson's  own  place.  Printed 
matter  explaining  both  the  on-the-farm  service  and  the  new  upstream  watershed 
service  was  distributed,  as  well  as  color  cartoon  strips  showing  the  Story 
of  Land,  its  Use  and  Misuse  through  the  centuries.     It  was  an  illustrated 
story  of  SCS  visually  presented  and  well  supported  by  printed  visuals.  The 
influence  of  TV  is  really  getting  around  these  days.' 

More  Vegetables  This  Winter 

This  afternoon  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  the  winter  production 
of  fresh  market  vegetables  during  the  1956  season  will  run  ahead  of  last  year 
by  a  substantial  margin.     In  aggregate,  winter  vegetable  crops  will  amount  to 
9  percent  above  last  year  and  11  percent  more  than  average.    The  specialists 
figure  that  most  of  the  increase  over  '55  is  due  to  record  crops  indicated 
for  celery  and  lettuce  next  year  and  a  larger  crop  of  winter  cabbage. 

Meet  on  Credit  Meeds  for  Ranchers 

Next  Friday,  December  l6,  USDA  credit  officials  and  Colorado  ranchers, 
farmers,  Congressional  and  agricultural  leaders  will  meet  in  Denver  to  discuss 
agricultural  credit  needs.    Suggestions  and  recommendations  regarding  Federal 
action  in  the  field  of  agricultural  credit  will  be  brought  back  to  Washington 
for  careful  consideration  by  the  Secretary  and  his  staff  
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  17 


ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  American  Dairy  Princess. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  U.S.  Plant  Hunters  Abroad. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Layne  Eeaty.    Features:  A  Group  of  British 
Farmers  who  have  Studied  American  Farm  Co-ops. 


Do  You  Want  a  Musk  Ox  Tape? 


When  we  were  in  Vermont  a  while  back,  Lloyd  Williams,  ext.  radio  and 
TV  spec,  took  us  up  a  mountainside  near  Burlington  to  see  John  Teal,  graduate 
anthropologist  from  Harvard,  and  some  Arctic  musk  oxen  he  had  flown  from 
northern  Canada  to  his  place  for  experimentation.    He  thinks  the  musk  oxen 
can  be  made  to  thrive  at  high  altitudes,  even  in  that  southern  latitude,  and 
developed  up  for  their  fine  wool.    LIFE  magazine  covered  the  story  of  the 
importation.    Lloyd  agreed  to  make  a  5-minute  tape  recording  with  Mr.  Teal 
and  send  it  to  any  RFD  who  provides  him  with  a  reel  of  tape,  not  with  the  idea 
that  musk  ox  breeding  will  become  popular  in  your  area,  but  on  the  chance 
that  the  story  might  be  interesting.    It  was  to  be  ready  this  week,  Lloyd  said. 
Send  him  a  tape  at  the  University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  Vt. 


Old  Home  Week  in  Watershed 


NBC's  Milt  Bliss  and  Don  Looper  of  the  Gittins  Agency,  both  formerly 
of  this  office,  were  back  to  see  us  this  week.    Don,  you  remember,  used  to 
write  this  RFD  Letter  with  Ken  Gapen.    Milt  and  Don  were  in  town  from  Chicago 
to  conserve  the  run-off  from  the  National  Watershed  Congress,  meeting  in 
Washington,  for  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  ....  RFD  F.  P.  Taylor  of 
the  WSTV-TV,  Steubenville ,  Ohio,  was  demonstrating  on  his  "Urbs  -  Suburbs" 
program  awhile  back  on  how  to  cut  a  grapefruit  so  it  would  not  squirt  in  your 
eye.    The  one  he  cut  squirtlessly  proceeded  to  squirt  about  a  "tubful"  of 
juice  right  square  on  his  glasses  when  he  tried  to  take  out  a  section  with  a 
teaspoon.     It  was  the  hit  of  the  show  -  he's  probably  still  getting  requests 

for  more  advice  about  unpredictable  grapefruit  "Farm  Chats"  is  the 

name  of  an  interesting  and  analytical  farm  commentary  and  report  done  on 
WHAX,  Yankton,  S.D.  at  6:15  p.m.  daily  by  Chet  Randolph. 

Four  H  Members  Grow  Up,  You  Know- 

Everyone  is  interested  in  young  people,  and  so  there  is  good  reason  for 
all  the  interviewing,  etc.,  of  ^--H  Club  members,  that  is  done  on  radio  and  TV. 
Recently  we've  seen  some  focusing  of  attention  on  successful  adults  who  got 
some  of  their  early  training  in  agriculture,  home  economics,  citizenship  and 
leadership  while  in  h-E  work.     It  is  a  welcome  variation  on  a  familiar  theme. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
P.S.  Urgent  wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery  for  Chris  Mack,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.D. 

whom  we're  told  is  seriously  ill. 
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Lear  Farm  Director: 


December  16,  1955 
Letter  No.  o95 


Before  helping  drag  in  the  Yule  log,  let's  look  to  some  of  the  pro- 
gram fuel  nearer  at  hand.     This  week  USDA  administrators,  scientists,  and 
other  helpers  threw  several  new  logs  on  the  fire.    The  embers  of  the  dying 
Year  still  have  life  in  them.    As  the  sparks  fly  upwards,  we  can  catch  glimpses 
of  flame  -  which  promise  more  light  -  maybe  heat  too  -  in  the  Year  Ahead. 

As  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Commission  ended  its  quarterly 
meeting  here  this  week,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  announced  several  new 
farm  program  proposals  he  plans  to  spell  out  in  detail  later.    They  included 
a  soil  bank;  protection  for  family  farms ;  broader  surplus  disposal,  more 
research  for  new  markets,  new  crops,  and  new  uses,  and  stronger  commodity 
programs.     He  would  strengthen  commodity  programs  with  new  programs  for  corn, 
cotton,  etc.  to  stop  further  accumulation  of  surpluses  and  cut  down  on  carry- 
overs; and  by  easing  up  on  controls ,  by  exempting  wheat  from  marketing  quotas 
when  fed  on  farm  and.  other  like  plans.    These  plans  may  make  top  news  this 
winter  and  next  spring,  to  say  nothing  of  numerous  farm  features. 

Christmas  Gift  to  World's  Hungry 

By  this  time  you  may  have  been  down  in  the  patio  with  us  (via  news 
reels)  watching  Secretary  Benson,  standing  beside  a  moving  model  combine,  in 
an  imitation  wheat  field,  symbolically  sharing  U.S.  wheat  with  Exec.  Director 
R.  Norris  Wilson  of  Church  World  Services  and  Msgr.  Edward  Swanstrom,  Exec. 
Director  of  Catholic  Relief  Service s_  and  Vice-Chairman  of _American  Council  of 
Volunteer  Agencies.    The  Secretary  announced  that  wheat,  corn,  rice  and  dry 
beans  are  being  added  to  food  immediately  available  to  U.S.  charitable  agencies 
to  help  feed  millions  of  hungrj'-  people  throughout  the  world.     In  this  expanded 
program  the  gifts  will  be  identified  as  gifts  of  the  people  of  the  U.S.  and 
will  be  packaged  and  delivered  free  at  shipside  by  CCC.    The  foods  will  continue 
to  be  distributed  through  U.S.  welfare  agencies,  18  of  which  are  now  distributin 
food  in  67  countries  abroad. 


U.S. 


Census  of_Farm__TV  Sets    indicates  more  than  one-third  of  U.S.  farms  have 
television,  38.7$^  of  farm  operators  in  the  country  reporting  TV  sets.  There 
are  k,  392,178  of  those  farm  operators  and  they  have  1,699,2^-9  TV  sets.  The 
range  is  from  Zkfp  in  South  Central  States  to  67$  in  North  Atlantic  States.  It 
is  55fa  in  Middle  West,  and  53$  on  Pacific  Coast.     1+3$  in  New  England,  29$  in 
No.  Great  Plains,  27$  in  Southeast,  28$  in  Inter-Mts.,  and  36$  in  Southwest. 
Jules  Renaud  of  this  office  reported  most  of  this  at  the  recent  NATRFD  meeting 
in  Chicago.     Census  Bureau  figures  have  been  completed  since  then. 
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Life  Line  of  America 

Wednesday,  over  in  Jefferson  Auditorium,  we  had  another  of  our 
intra- Department  eight- and- sound  lectures  in  the  "Know  Your  USDA"  Series. 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service  told  the  story  of  its  "Life  Line  of  America" 
from  producer  to  consumer.    Admn.  0.  V.  Wells  opened  the  show  and  America's 
Dairy  Princess,  Ruth  Marie  Peterson,    of  near  Austin,  Minn.,  closed  it.  Top 
branch  officials  narrated  the  work  of  their  divisions  as  shown  in  still 
pictures,  animated  charts  and  maps,  movies,  models;  and  live  demonstrations. 
School  children  with  trays  of  food  demonstrated  the  School  Lunch  Program, 
teams  of  girls  illustrated  homemaker  interviews  and  other  consumer  research, 
and  specialists  gave  live  demonstrations  of  egg  candling,  lamb  grading, 
cheese  inspection,  and  cotton  classing.     Earnyard  sounds  on  tape  set  the  mood, 
and  a  quartet  singing  about  consumer  preferences  provided  a  humorous  musical 
interlude.     Humour  was  also  used  to  add  emphasis  to  important  points,  such 
as  having  a  policeman  guard  the  narrator  of  the  movie  showing  the  lock-up 
procedure  for  protecting  the  preparation  of  crop  outlook  and  situation  reports. 
Our  folks  are  really  learning  how  to  talk  to  the  eye  as  well  as  the  earl 

Farm  Population  Decreases 

AMS  reports  the  farm  population  of  this  country  has  decreased  about 
3  million  between  1950  and  1955.    This  drop  is  a  continuation  of  the  longtime 
downward  trend,  which  by  1955  reduced  the  number  of  people  on  farms  to  13|$ 
of  the  total  population.    The  AMS  and  Census  Bureau  specialists  find  little 
changes  in  the  distribution  of  farm  populations  among  different  parts  of  the 
country.    The  South  still  has  about  half  the  farm  population,  the  North 
Central  Region  about  a  third,  and  the  Northeast  and  the  West  each  has  a 
little  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  farm  population.     However,  the  farm  popula- 
tion in  the  South  was  Ik  percent  smaller  in  1955  than  in  1950,  while  the 
Northeast  and  the  West,  which  have  a  smaller  share  of  the  total  than  other 
regions,  show  the  least  change  in  the  past  five  years  -  a  decrease  of  about 
6  percent. 

Mark  Twain  Was  Wrong 

Thanks  to  John  Babcock,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  director  of  "The  World  Now" . 
we  are  happy  to  hear  that  our  former  own  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  and  NBC-TV 
forecaster,  Jim  Fidler,  may  soon  be  even  better  equipped  to  pinpoint  oncoming 
weather.    As  John  reminds  us  WLW  has  operated  its  own  weather  service  since 
August  195^.     Jim  Fidler  and  Tony  Sands  are  the  meteorologists  and  the  station 
has  expanded  its  weather  coverage  to  several  more  times  a  day.  So 
'Connecticut  Yankee'  Frank  Atwood's  WTIC ,  Hartford,  is  not  (as  we  hinted  in 
our  RFD  Letter  of  Nov.  25)  the  only  station  with  its  own  weather  setup. 
Thanks,  John,  for  the  correction.   .   .   .  What  are  some  of  the  rest  of  you  RFDs 
doing  about  the  weather? 

Growers  Approve  Cotton  Quotas 

Growers  voting  last  Tuesday  on  cotton  marketing  quotas  for  1956 
approved  them  by  more  than  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote.     Preliminary  returns 
indicate  93  percent  of  growers  voting  approved  the  upland  cotton  quotas.  And 
90-g-  percent  approved  quotas  for  the  '56  crop  of  extra  long  staple  cotton.  So 
marketing  quotas  will  continue  in  effect  on  next  year's  cotton  crops. 
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New  Developments  in  Insect  War 

This  week  Department  researchers  announced  several  important  new 
insect  developments  that  may  affect  farmers  in  the  year  ahead.    These  included 
two  threats  to  cottcn,  more  boll  weevils  than  usual  in  hibernation  this  winter 
and  evidence  that  pink  bollworms  from  the  Bahama  Islands ,  and  possibly  Cuba, 
are  invading  this  country  by  air,  reinfe sting  wild  cotton  in  south  Florida, 
and  threatening  our  Southeast  cotton  crop.     On  the  other  hand,  the  specialists 
announced  that  co-op  use  of  a  new  bait  spray  against  the  Mexican  fruit  fly 
along  the  California-Mexico  border  indicates  that  if  southern  U.S.  fruit  growers 
ever  have  to  fight  fruit  flies  in  their  own  orchards  they'll  have  an  effective 
weapon  in  this  come-and-get-it  spray.     Eecause  this  bait  spray  attracts  the 
flies ,  complete  coverage  of  all  foliage  on  each  tree  is  not  necessary. 

Today  at  the  First  Annual  Cotton  Production  Conference  in  Memphis , 
USDA  Researcher  Clyde  Rainwater  reported  that  treating  cotton  seed  with  a 
new  'systemic'  cotton  insecticide  has  proved  highly  effective  in  controlling 
early  cotton  pests  in  field  tests  throughout  the  South  this  year.     He  also 
reported  experiments  in  small  field  plots  with  12  other  recently  developed 
systemics  have  shown  three  more  chemicals  that  offer  considerable  promise 
against  thrips  and  boll  weevils. 

Latest  from  RFD  Routes  -- 

RFD  Chet  Randolph,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.D.,  tells  us  former  RFD- now 
Ass 't  Mgr.  Chris  Mack,  was  back  from  the  hospital  this  Monday  and  able  to 
sit  up  and  eat  his  meals  at  home  after  a  rough  tussle.     It's  good  to  know 
Chris  will  soon  be  back  in  the  saddle......  J.  H.  Tschetter,  vo.  ag.  teacher 

at  Fairmont,  Minn.,  took  time  out  of  a  busy  stop  in  the  Capital  last  week  to 
tape  interviews  with  SCS  officials  about  soil  care  in  his  home  county.  The 

tapes  are  for  his  regular  program  on  KSUM,  Fairmont  Jim  Deitloff . 

RFD  on  W JAG ,  Norfolk,  Neb.,  invited  us  to  the  Open  House  of  'Northeast 
Nebraska's  New  Radio  Center'  Wednesday.     Sorry  to  have  missed  it  -  those  call 
letters  suggest  a  big  party.'   ....  A  note  in  Hilary  Phillips,  BBC,  London, 
Christmas  greeting  says  "Most  enjoyable  evening  sitting  next  to  Phil  Alampi , 
WRCA,  New  York,  at  the  Farmers'  Club  dinner  last  night  -  (and  is  he  tired.' ) . 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  paid  special  tribute  to  him  in  his  speech  of  welcome  to 

the  guests."  Newsr assimilation  on  the  west  coast  is  abetted  by  Henry 

Schacht,  KNEC ,  San  Francisco,  who  does  a  half -hour  stretch  daily  at  6:15  a.m. 
with  world  and  farm  news  of  nat'l  and  local  coverage,  plus  music,  etc.  Sponsored 
by  an  oil  co.     Name:     "Farmers'  Digest". 

Rural  Development  Program  Development 

Joe  Doherty,  pilot  of  the  Rural  Development  Program  News,  reports  12 
states  have  taken  the  lead  in  Rural  Development  Program  by  naming  a  total  of 
27  pilot  counties  and  3  trade  areas.    Work  is  being  started  or  present  programs 
of  assistance  to  small  farmers  and  part-time  farmers  will  be  included  in  the 
total  development  effort.     Seven  more  states  are  planning  Rural  Development 
Programs  in  1  or  2  counties  each.    The  counties  selected  vary  widely  in 
resources  and  economic  possibilities.   .   .   .  And  speaking  of  development,  REA 
reported  today  that  about  93*^  percent  of  U.S.'s  ^-,782,393  farms  are  electri- 
fied.   This  new  estimate  is  based  on  Bureau  of  Census  recently  announced  figures 
plus  REA's  latest  unelectrif ied  farm  survey.    The  93'^-  compares  with  77-2  percent 
at  the  time  of  the  1950  Census.     Electric  service  has  also  been  extended  to 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rural  establishments  which  have  passed  out  of 
the  farm  category  as  the  number  of  farms  has  gone  down. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  2kth 


NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     Christmas  Music. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  --  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Blessings  of  '55  and  Hopes  for 
'56  as  Sampled  with  Farm  People  by  Extension  Radio  Men  in  Several  States:  and 
"International  Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Christmas 
Trees  -  The  Tradition  and  the  Business"  with  Ext.  Forester  Art  Sowder. 


Hail  Colombia  Fair  USDA  Success 

Department  officials  say  the  U.S.  exhibit  at  the  Second  International 
Industries  Fair  in  Bogota,  Colombia /  that  closed  Sunday  did  a  good  job 
introducing  U.S.  foods  and  textiles.    More  than  ko  thousand  cups  of  recombined 
milk,  ho  thousand  ice  cream  cones,  115  thousand  sample  loaves  of  breads  and 
^50  cakes  were  distributed  free  to  the  public.    The  milk  and  ice  cream  were 
made  from  U.S.  supplies  of  nonfat  dry  milk  solids  and  butter  oil  in  commercial- 
size  dairy  equipment  which  was  also  on  display  at  the  U.S.  exhibit.  The 
bread,  made  from  U.S.  wheat  flour,  was  bailed  into  half-pound  loaves  by  Bogota 
bakers.    The  cakes,  prepared  from  special  mixes  containing  U„S.  flour,  were 
baked  in  model  U.S.  kitchens  at  the  Fair.    Another  U.S.  display  was  a  cotton 
style  show  featuring  the  use  of  Colombian  textiles. 


Happy  Yule tide  For  You 


Better  to  be  early  than  late,  so  we  now  wish  you  a  Merry  Christmas! 

This  comes  from  us  in  the  Radio  and  Television  Service,  the  rest  of 
the  Office  of  Information,  and  all  the  Department.    For  the  farm  broadcasters 
and  those  in  related  work  and  all  the  other  readers  of  this  Letter  in  the  U.S.; 
Canada,  Australia,  Europe,  Asia,  and  Latin  America,  we  have  a  warm  glow  in 
this  season  of  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  toward  men.     Our  antenna  is 
nondirectional . 

With  all  this  radiation  comes  the  reflection  that  not  all  the  wise 
men  are  in  the  east.     Some  of  our  best  advice  and  cleverest  ideas  in  farm  radio 
and  TV  have  come  from  between  Santa  Claus,  Indiana,  and  Christmas  Hill,  Ariz., 
and  there  are  no  real  outposts  for  this  sort  of  thing  even  at  Holy  City,  Calif. , 
or  the  Virgin  Islands. 

All  of  us  in  Washington,  the  field  staff,  the  forest  watchers  atop 
western  peaks  and  the  border  livestock  patrols  who,  like  many  of  you  broad- 
casters must  keep  the  vigil  on  Christmas  as  other  days  and  nights,  wish  for 
you  all  the  joys  of  the  season. 

You  may  report  to  your  listeners  that  there's  no  danger  of  Department 
livestock  inspectors  stopping  Santa  Claus  on  his  way  in.     His  reindeer  come 
from  an  area  known  to  be  infected  only  by  love  and  human  kindness,  and  if 
that  reaches  epizootic  proportions  all  will  be  well. 


Sincerely,  r~" ) 

Layne  Eeaty,  Chief 
Radio  £  Television  Service 


Radio  £  Television  Service 
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Tear  Farm  Director: 
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December  23,  1955 
Letter  No.  696 


When  we  sat  down  to  write  you,  we  were "$ur sting  out  all  over  with 
good  resolutions  for  1956.    On  se~c~oTT&  thought,  we  remembered  that  our  aim 
is  to  make  this  as  much  your  Letter  as  it  is  ours.    So  yours  are  the  resolu- 
tions that  really  count.    We  want  to  give  you  what  you  want  to  get  from  us. 
That  holds  for  the  New  Year.    You  write  your  own  ticket,  and  we  will  do  our 
"best  to  fill  the  order.    As  somebody  has  observed,  "there's  a  necessary  limit 
to  our  achievement ,  but  none  to  our  attempt . "    If  you  here  and  now  highly 
resolve  to  let  us  know  how  we  can  help  you  -  at  any  time  -  together  I  think 
we  can  really  ring  the  old  farm  bell. 


The  New  Feed  Program 


About  the  new  surplus  feed  grains  donation  plan  Secretary  Benson 
announced  Monday.    As  you  probably  noted,  this  new  program  is  a  distinct  and 
separate  operation  from  the  emergency  feed  program.    The  emergency  feed 
program  provides  for  the  use  of  CCC  feed  grains  to  make  feed  available  to 
farmers  and  ranchers  in  disaster  country  at  reduced  prices.    The  new  plan 
is  a  donation  plan  and  works  much  the  same  way  in  specifically  designated 
areas  as  the  donation  of  surplus  food  products  for  welfare  purposes.     It  is 
handled  the  same  way,  through  state  agencies  and  is  designed  to  provide 
relief  to  farm  families  whose  means  have  been  wiped  out  by  hurricanes,  floods 
and  other  such  natural  disasters.    CCC  will  furnish  barley,  corn,  grain 
sorghums,  and  oats  free  to  state  agencies.    The  state  agencies  will  distribute 
the  grain  to  farmers  who  don't  have  enough  feed  for  their  livestock.  The 
cooperating  state  agencies  will  decide  what  applicants  are  eligible  and  how 
much  each  is  to  get. 


Crop  Board  Sums  Up  for  '55 


The  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  its  year's-end  summary  this  week. 
Although  the  combined  acreage  of  main  crops  harvested  was  the  smallest  in  15 
years,  generally  high  yield  to  the  acre  more  than  offset  the  reductions  in 
acres  harvested.    Crop  production  in  '55  was  almost  up  to  the  record  of  lykd. 
Oats,  soybeans,  hay,  alfalfa  seed,  sorghum  silage  and  oranges  set  new  high 
individual  crop  records.    Barley,  sorghum  grain,  and  rice  made  the  second 
largest  crops  on  record.    Many  other  crops  had  above  average  out-turns.  On 
the  other  hand,  both  winter  and  spring  wheat  fell  nearly  a  fifth  below  average-. 
Dry  peas,  cowpeas,  sweetpotatoes,  buckwheat,  sugarcane  syrup,  peaches,  pecans, 
and  tung  nuts  were  much  below  average.    Feed  grain  tonnage  was  outstarulingly 
large. 
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Can  You  Help  with  This  Problem? 

RFD  Bill  Hoeft,  of  WTMJ  and  WTMJ-TV,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  wants  to  get 
in  touch  with  EFDs  around  the  country  who  are  having  successful  TV  programs. 
His  station,  located  in  a  large  metropolitan  area,  still  covers  a  good  size 
farm  area,  so  Bill  and  the  station  are  exploring  the  possibilities  of  a  TV 
farm  program.    Bill  was  horn  and  raised  on  a  dairy  farm  in  southeastern 
Wisconsin,  was  in  Naval  Air  Corp  during  war,  and  his  main  work  until  recently 
has  been  as  a  farm  management  consultant.    Up  until  now,  WTMJ's  farm 
activities  have  consisted  mostly  of  their  "Rural  Route"  program  6  days  a  week 
from  5  to  6  A.M. ,  and  a  couple  of  spot  market  reports  during  the  day.  Brother 
Hoeft  hopes,  with  your  help,  to  boost  the  interest  in  farm  programming  in  that 
part  of  the  world.    How  did  you  do  it? 

June  in  January  Program  Listing 

Phil  Fleming,  AMS,  didn't  mistake  Santa  Ciaus  for  Father  Time,  but 
he  is  taking  the  older  bey  by  the  forelock  to  tell  us  the  Department  and  the 
dairy  industry  have  scheduled  another  Plentiful  Food  Program  on  milk  and  dairy 
production  during  June  1956*    The  prospects  certainly  indicate  plenty  of  milk 
at  that  time.    So  mark  next  June  as  another  June  dairy  month.    Phil  is  passing 
the  word  along  early,  so  as  to  catch  some  of  the  media  that  need  such  long 
advance . 

Forest  Films  Available  for  TV 

The  1956  edition  of  Forest  Service  Films  available  on  loan  for 
educational  purposes  to  schools,  civic  groups,  churches,  television,  has  just 
come  to  this  desk.    The  films  cleared  for  television  use  are  so  marked  on  the 
list.    You  can  apply  for  them  direct  to  Motion  Picture  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C.  or  through  your  nearest  regional  office 
of  the  Forest  Service. 

Intermedia 

We've  known  right  along  that  our  weekly  TV  package  programs  are  adapt e 
to  lots  of  different  kinds  of  presentations,  but  the  one  on  Christmas  trees 
which  Jules  Renaud  got  together  last  week  has  broken  into  print.    Three  wire 
services  picked  it  up  and  one  Washington  daily  used  the  material  and  visuals 
for  a  Sunday  feature. 

New  Slant  to  USDA  "Foreign  Agriculture" 

The  new  leaf  FAS  is  turning  over  in  its  January  '56  issue  of  its 
"Foreign  Agri culture "wi 11  be  a  little  larger  and  "more  readable."  More 
important  it  will  have  more  articles  and  shorter  newsier  ones.    More  important 
still,  the  articles  will  key  more  closely  to  world  agricultural  developments 
as  they  affect  the  agricultural  trade  of  the  U.S.    FAS  will  try  to  supply 
information  to  help  U.S.  farmers  and  traders  meet  today's  tough  export  problems. 
In  doing  that,  it  will  not  only  draw  on  its  Washington  staff,  but  the  agricul- 
tural attaches  now  representing  U.S.  agriculture  in  68  countries...  In  the 
current  December  issue,  Ex  Prexy,  NATRFD,  Roy  Battles,  who  represented  the 
Grange  at  the  recent  Rome  meeting  of  IFAP,  reported  the  opinion  at  that  meet- 
ing was  "Chaos  Ahead,  Unless  Governments  Cooperate." 
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*  GREETING  AND  BEST  WISHES  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR  * 

*  -x- 

*  At  this  holiday  season  I  again  take  pleasure  * 

*  in  extending  greetings  and  Lest  wishes  for  the  New  Year  to  the  * 

*  radio  and  TV  farm  program  directors  cf  this  country.    With  your  * 

*  constructive  help,  significant  progress  has  teen  made  over  the  # 

*  past  three  years  in  adapting  farm  policies  and  programs  to  the  * 

*  specific  prohlems  of  agriculture.    But  further  action  must  and  * 

*  will  he  taken  to  increase  the  purchasing  power  and  welfare  of  * 

*  our  farmers.    Some  proposals  toward  this  objective  have  already 

*  been  announced;  others,  based  on  exhaustive  studies,  will  be  * 

*  announced  later  and  we  will  make  every  effort  to  see  that  you  * 

*  are  fully  informed  about  them.    These  proposals  are  designed  to  * 

*  benefit  farmers  and  the  rest  of  our  citizens.  * 

*  With  this  greeting  to  you,  let  me  again  assert  our  * 

*  determination  to  develop  programs  that  will  help  farmers  attain  * 

*  a  bigger  share  of  the  prosperity  the  rest  of  the  Nation  now  * 

*  enjoys.     As  we  forge  ahead  toward  that  goal,  I  know  that  farmers  * 

*  and  others—as  in  the  past—can  look  to  you  to  get  them  the  * 

*  essential  information  they  desire  for  full  understanding.  -  -  # 

*  * 

*  Ezra  Taft  Benson 

*  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  * 
^-x--x^^^^**-x-x^:f^x^^^ 


Farmers '  Next  Spring  Pig  Plans 

Yesterday,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  announced  that  the  fall  pig  crop 
this  year  was  above  last  year  in  all  regions  of  the  country  -  12  percent  more 
pigs  than  in  the  fall  of         and  the  biggest  fall  pig  crop  since  *  51.  That 
will  tend  to  make  for  continued  big  supplies  of  pork  during  the  early  part 
of  '56.    The  Board  reported  that  farmers  intend  to  breed  some  fewer  sows  to 
farrow  next  spring  and  about  k  percent  less  than  average.    If  they  carry  out 
those  plans  and  save  about  the  average  number  of  pigs  per  litter,  the  1 56 
spring  pig  crop  would  run  about  56  million  head.    That  would  be  2  percent 
smaller  than  in  the  spring  of  '55,  hut  still  3  percent  larger  than  the  average 
spring  crop.    For  the  Corn  Beit,  the  '56  spring  crop  could  be  k  percent 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 

Good  Example  in  Line -of -Duty 

Verbal  bouquets  have  been  going  to  Charlie  Rankin,  WR3V,  Weslaco, 
Tex.,  recently  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  for  seme  line-of-duty 
work  Charlie  did  in  November  with  FDA  scientists  in  what  they  call  "a  good 
example  of  preventive  enforcement" . 

Cabbage  looper  worms  on  the  fall  cabbage  and  lettuce  crop  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  were  causing  seme  trouble  and  growers  were  using  endrin,  a 
tobacco  dust  \tfhich  is  potent  on  tobacco  and  cotton  crops  but  which  is  safe 
on  food  crops  only  at  the  seedling  stage,  and  dangerous  if  used  around  harvest 
time . 

FDA  Inspector  Walter  Moses  went  to  the  RGV  and  worked  with  aerial 
crop  dusters  and  grower  associations  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  chemical  on 
edibles  past  the  seedling  stage.     Charlie  interviewed  Moses  both  on  radio  and 
TV  to  explain  the  pesticide  laws  and  to  plug  the  Texas  A  ?:  M  Guide  for  Insect- 
icides   since  then  the  Valley  has  had  no  trouble  from  wrong  use  of  endrin. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  31 


CES  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Margaret  Brew  and  "The  Home  Outlook 
for  '56". 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  Bushrod  Allin  and  Fred  Waugh,  AMS 
with  "The  Farm  Outlook  for  '56". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Ten  Top  Research 
Stories  of  ''55"  by  Ernest  Moore,  ARS. 


How  Farmers  Get  Ideas 


Some  time  back  we  told  you  about  George  Beal  and  Jce  Bohlen's 
flannelgraph  presentation  of  Iowa  State's  research  on  the  process  "by  which 
farmers  latch  on  to  new  ideas,  frcm  the  time  they  first  hear  about  it  until 
they  put  it  into  practice  on  their  own  farm.     Now  that  report  is  out  in 
printed  form.     If  you  want  a  copy,  let  us  know,  and  we'll  try  to  get  one  to 
you.    It  is  called  "How  Farm  People  Accept  New  Ideas"  and  it  is  North  Central 
Regional  Publication  No.  1  of  the  Agricultural  Extension  Service. 


Hats  Off.'  to  Atwood  and  OTIC 


As  we  have  mentioned  before,  a  major  activity  of  RFD  Frank  Atwood 
is  the  WTIC  Farm  Youth  Project.    The  station  makes  loans  from  a  'o25,000 
revolving  fund,  to  buy  purebred  dairy  and  beef  heifers  by  boys  and  girls  in 
h-E  Club  and  Future  Farmer  programs.     Now  we  find  the  Edison  Foundation  has 
recognized  WTIC ,  Hartford,  Conn. ,  as  "The  Radio  Station  That  Eest  Served  Youth 
in  1955."    The  WTIC  award  was  based  mainly  on  six  programs  series  and  projects 
serving  youth,  including  "The  OTIC  Farm  Youth  Project".    The  award  carries  with 
it  a  $1,000  college  scholarship  which  the  station  will  give  to  a  high  school 
senior  in  its  territory.    The  award,  first  of  its  kind,  was  presented  to  only 
one  radio  station  in  the  country.     A  similar  award  was  given  a  single  tele- 
vision station,  WENS -TV ;  Columbus,  Ohio,  but  we  don't  have  the  details  on 
that  one  yet. 

''And  May  You  All  Live  Long,  and  Prosper.'1 ' 

While  some  of  you  may  not  have  recovered  from  Christmas  when  you 
see  this  Letter,  others  of  you  will  already  be  limbering  up  your  rope  arm  to 
ring  in  the  New  Year.     So,  not  to  be  behind  time  in  welcoming  the  new  baby, 
here  and  now  are  our  very  best  wishes  to  you  from  all  of  us.    MANY  HAPPY  FARM 
PROGRAMS  THROUGHOUT  THE  NEW  YEAR.' 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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^AGRICULTURAL  OUTLOOK  DIGEST 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE,  U.S.D.A. 


WASHINGTON,    D.  C. 


(AMS\  AOD-12    DECEMBER  1955 


The  seasonal  peak  in  meat  production  has  passed  but  output  probably  will  continue  above 
a  year  earlier  this  winter. 

Hogs  from  last  spring's  crop  moved  to  market  unusually  early.  Slaughter  under  Federal 
inspection  in  November  was  almost  up  to  the  1943  record,  though  the  number  of  pigs  raised 
from  the  spring  crop  was  considerably  under  the  peak. 

Hog  prices  are  likely  to  strengthen  seasonally  but  will  remain  below  a  year  ago. 
Slaughter,  though  declining  from  fall  levels,  will  continue  above  a  year  earlier  for  several 
months.    The  1955  fall  pig  crop,  to  be  marketed  in  the  first  half  of  1956  is  larger  than  last 
fall's  crop. 

A  moderate  recovery  also  is  likely  for  prices  of  fed  cattle.    Increase  is  not  likely  to  be 
large.    Number  on  feed  October  1  was  19  percent  above  a  year  earlier.   Although  proportion 
scheduled  for  market  the  last  quarter  of  this  year  was  greater  than  in  1954,  slaughter  is 
likely  to  stay  above  a  year  earlier  this  winter. 

Lambs  probably  will  share  in  price  increase  expected  for  other  meat  animals.  Market- 
ings of  fed  lambs  are  expected  to  rise  seasonally  but  not  as  much  as  last  year.    In  recent 
weeks,  prices  of  sheep  and  lambs  have  averaged  a  little  below  same  time  in  1954. 

DAIRY:    The  milk  flow  has  started  to  increase  seasonally,  and  is  likely  to  be  above  1955 
levels  through  this  winter.    The  large  supply  and  lower  price  for  feed  favors  heavy  milk 
production.    So  do  the  more  favorable  prices  for  dairy  products  than  for  hogs  and  beef 
cattle . 


EGGS  AND  POULTRY:    Seasonal  increase  in  egg  production,  now  underway,  is  at  a  slower 
rate  than  last  year.    This  is  due  to  smaller  proportion  of  pullets  in  laying  flock  --  47  per- 
cent on  October  1  compared  with  52  percent  a  year  earlier.    Laying  flock  on  December  1 
was  2  percent  below  a  year  ago  ...  is  likely  to  continue  lower  by  about  the  same  margin 
until  about  the  middle  of  next  year.    Egg  prices  in  early  December  were  almost  up  to  mid- 
September  levels  and  in  many  important  markets  were  15  to  20  cents  above  a  year  earlier. 

Fewer  broilers  probably  are  being  marketed  this  month  than  in  half  a  year.    Prices  are 
continuing  near  the  levels  of  October  and  November.    Supplies  of  competing  red  meats  and 
poultry  are  seasonally  large. 

FATS  AND  OILS:    Lard  prices  weakened  in  the  last  month  as  output  reached  high  levels. 

Pr  ices  of  most  other  fats  and  oils  showed  little  change.    Output  of  inedible  tallow  and  greases 

has  been  heavy  but  exports  have  been  large  and  prices  steady. 

FEED:    The  record  supply  of  feed  concentrates  and  hay  is  distributed  more  evenly  over  the 
country  than  last  year.    In  the  1954-55  feeding  year,  supplies  were  short  in  large  areas  of 
the  south  and  southwest,  largely  because  of  drought. 


Agriculture   -  Washington 
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Prices  of  feed  grains  and  some  byproduct  feeds  at  principal  markets  declined  from 
October  to  November  but  rose  in  the  first  half  of  December. 

WHEAT:    Prices  on  December  14  were  generally  at  the  highest  points  reached  this  fall. 
Strength  in  prices  in  face  of  record  supply  is  due  to  large  holdings  by  CCC  and  the 
reduced  1955  crop  together  with  the  operation  of  the  current  price  support  program. 

FRUIT:    Higher  prices  than  a  year  ago  are  expected  for  oranges  in  early  winter. 
Demand  for  processing  is  strong  and  supplies  of  oranges  this  winter  are  a  little  smaller 
bhan  a  year  ago.    Grapefruit  prices  have  been  running  near  year  ago  levels  and  are  likely 
to  continue  to  do  so  in  early  winter.    Supplies  remaining  to  be  marketed  are  a  little 
larger  than  last  year. 

Stocks  of  apples,  pears  and  grapes  in  cold  storage  are  larger  this  fall  than  last. 

VEGETABLES:   Among  crops  for  which  indications  of  acreage  for  winter  harvest  are 
available,  beets,  broccoli,  carrots,  kale  and  spinach  are  down  while  artichokes,  lima 
beans,  cabbage,  cauliflower,  escarole,  lettuce  and  green  peppers  are  up.    Acreage  of 
shallots  and  green  peas  is  about  the  same. 

Onions  are  likely  to  be  in  tighter  supply  into  the  spring  because  of  reduced  late 
summer  crop.    Acreage  in  prospect  for  the  early  spring  crop  is  a  record. 

Prices  for  potatoes  are  likely  to  remain  below  a  year  earlier  until  mid-1956.  With 
the  late  crop  well  above  normal  market  requirements,  stocks  on  January  1  are  likely  to 
be  larger  than  last  year.    Also,  a  substantially  larger  crop  is  expected  to  be  harvested 
this  winter. 

COTTON:    Production  was  estimated  at  14,663,000  bales  as  of  December  1,  1  percent 
less  than  estimated  in  November.    The  1954  crop  was  13,696,000  bales  and  the  1944-53 
average  12,952,000.    Prices  on  the  14  spot  markets  continue  slightly  below  the  loan  rates 
and  below  a  year  earlier. 

TOBACCO:    Burley  auctions  got  under  way  on  November  29.    Through  December  11 
prices  averaged  58.4  cents  per  pound,  14  percent  above  same  period  last  year. 

ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY:    The  1955  boom  in  economic  activity  reached  the  highest  level 
of  the  year  in  the  last  quarter.    Factory  production  is  running  about  12  percent  above  a 
year  ago.    The  steel  industry  is  working  at  capacity  and  auto  output  is  near  last  spring's 
high.    Construction  is  close  to  a  record  level  and  business  investment  is  expanding. 

Further  increases  in  business  investment  are  in  prospect.    Expenditures  planned 
for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  are  a  little  above  the  present  quarter  and  nearly  a 
fourth  above  January-March,  1955. 

Prices  of  most  factory  goods  have  been  rising  gradually  while  a  farmers'  prices 
have  been  declining.    Sharp  price  declines  for  hogs  and  cattle,  reflecting  heavy  marketings, 
were  mainly  responsible  for  2  percent  decline  in  the  index  of  prices  received  by  farmers 
from  October  to  November. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

December  30,  1955 
Letter  No.  697 


Dear  Farm  Director: 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 


Among  many  other  developments  here  this  week,  our  USDA  researchers 
opened  up  prospects  for  more  and  bigger  roses,  more  attractive,  higher  yield- 
ing mushrooms,  and  new  treatments  for  healthier  trees  and  shrubs.    The  Depart- 
ment rose  growers  find  you  can  get  more  and  bigger  early  blooms  by  sticking 
to  a  regular  year- in  and  year- out  blackspot  control       the  current  chemical 
treatments  are  cumulative.  ...  The  mushroom  investigators  in  USDA  and  the 
States  have  increased  commercial  mushroom  production  in  recent  years  from  one 
pound  to  two  pounds  per  square  foot  of  bed  space.    Now  the  Department  men  find 
they  can  get  still  better  yields,  as  well  as  a  more  attractive  product,  by 
adding  a  little  chlorine  to  water  used  for  spray  irrigation.  ...  More 
comprehensive  is  the  discovery  that  some  fungi  are  friends  instead  of  enemies 
of  trees  and  shrubs.    The  difference  in  the  kind  of  trees  seems  more  important 
than  the  difference  in  the  kinds  of  fungi  in  the  soil.    The  scientists  suspect 
the  friendly  fungi  may  produce  antibiotics  that  protect  certain  species  of 
trees  against  specific  disease  organisms.    Anyway,  they  think  soil  fumigation, 
use  of  chemical  weed  killers  and  plant-growth  regulators,  and  other  chemical 
treatments  of  trees,  plants,  and  soils,  may  need  to  be  modified  to  prevent 
destroying  the  friendly  fungi  and  the  benefits  some  plants  get  from  them. 
More  emphasis  on  this  line  of  research  in  the  future. 


Tobacco  Quota  Vote  Results 


Yesterday,  growers  in  the  Burley  tobacco  belt  of  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Missouri,  West  Virginia,  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee  voted  overwhelmingly 
for  market  quotas  for  the  next  three  years  on  Burley  tobacco  --  over  9%  of 
those  voting  favored  the  quotas.    Growers  of  Maryland  tobacco  voted  over  8o£ 
for  quotas  on  Maryland  tobacco.     They  turned  down  quotas  by  a  wide  margin 
the  past  two  years.    Pennsylvania  cigar-filler  tobacco  growers  for  the  third 
year  in  a  row  again  rejected  quotas  for  their  crop,  while  growers  of  Virginia 
sun-cured  tobacco  approved  marketing  quotas  by  over  98$. 

Rice,  and  Food  Marketing  Costs 

Today  Acting  Secretary  True  Morse  proclaimed  a  rice  acreage  allot- 
ment of  1,639,084  acres  for  1956,  compared  with  1,928,33^  acres  last  year 
and  an  average  support  price  of  $k.0k  per  cwt.,  representing  75$  of  parity. 

He  set  Jan.  27  as  the  date  for  the  rice  growers  referendum    Early 

next  week  the  Department  will  release  a  report  on  "Marketing  Costs  for  Food? 
which  will  summarize  recent  trends  in  food  marketing  costs  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  consumer's  food  dollar.    We  will  send  you  a  copy  when  it  comes 
out. 
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Vfith  Our  Globe-Trotting  RFDs 

Wo  rid -touring  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO ,  Kansas  City,  is  back.    He  reports 
the  earth  is  round,  for  sure.    He  went  'round  and  'round  personally  handling 
his  group  of  farmers  on  the  tour  back  from  Belgrade  to  Kansas  City,  via  the 
Pacific.    He  had  no  tour  conductor  beyond  Yugostlavia,  but  he  pronounces  it  a 
very  successful  trip.  They  made  it  in  thirty  days  less  than  Phineas  Fogg  or 
Nellie  Bly  and  saw  a  good  deal  more  farming  than  either  of  those  notables. — 
.  .  .  oAbout  this  time  of  year,  South  Dakota  farmers  and  ranchers  develop  an 
interest  in  citrus  growing.    So  RFD  George  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  and  Mrs. 
German  plan  to  host  and  hostess  some  bU  farmers,  ranchers,  businessmen  and 
their  wives  on  a  two  weeks  tour  into  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  and  Monterrey, 
Mexico.    They  start  February  6.    They  expect  to  do  some  deep  sea  fishing  at 
Brownsville,  Texas,  that  is,  sonl—  and  George  hopes  to  tape  some  farm  inter- 
views down  Mexico  way,  .  ,  ,Fhil  Alampi,VfRCA  and  WRCA-TV,  New  York,  who  made 
a  12-day  inspection  tour  of  agricultural  centers  in  the  British  Isles  before 
Chri stmas j^says  we  could  learn  a  lot  about  grassland  farming  from  the  English. 
"From  a  'per  acre'  standpoint,  the  English  farm  is  more  efficient  and  more 
highly  mechanized  than  the  American  farm."    Phil  made  a  number  of  interviews 
and  l£00  feet  of  film  for  use  on  his  radio  and  TV  programs.    A  tape  he  made  at 
the  Smithfield  Agriculture  and  Machinery  Exhibition  at  Earls  Court,  London 
was  used  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  in  this  country.    He  went  over  as 
guest  of  the  Farmers  Club  of  London. 

U.S.  Chickens  and  Turkeys  for  Germany 

Last  week  U.St  signed  its  first  agreement  with  a  foreign  government 
providing  for  the  sale  of  poultry  for  foreign  currency.    The  U.S.  poultry 
industry  now  has  an  opening  to  introduce  its  products  to  the  world's  largest 
importers  of  poultry,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany.    USDA  officials  think 
this  new  arrangement  could  prove  the  basis  for  a  trade  in  poultry  advantageous 
to  both  countries.    Our  poult rymen  never  have  exported  much  poultry  before. 
Under  the  new  agreement,  about  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  frozen  chickens  and  turkeys  will  be  sold  to  German  importers  for  German 
currency.    The  bulk  of  the  currency  from  this  sale  will  be  used  in  Germany 
itself  to  develop  further  markets  for  U.S.  farm  products. 

More  Milk  Marketing  Abroad 

USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  reports  some  apparently  signifi- 
cant developments  in  milk  in  other  countries.    They  say  researchers  in  both 
England  and  Denmark  seem  to  have  succeeded  in  developing  a  deep-freeze  whole 
milk,  primarily  for  use  on  ships.    The  Danes  have  also  experimented  with 
evaporating  whole  milk  to  a  ^0-percent  level  to  cut  the  cost  of  handling  and 
transportation.  .  .  .In  Africa,  the  Kenya  Co-op  Creameries  think  that  by 
March  '56  it  will  be  possible  to  fix  prices  of  milk  from  suppliers  on  a  country 
-wide  basis.    They  claim  this  system  would  simplify  fair  distribution  of  milk 
and  milk  products  in  the  various  markets.  .  .  .Through  contributions  of  UNICEF, 
a  milk  drying  plant  is  now  in  operation  in  San  Fernando,  Chile.  .  .  .At  the 
recent  Canadian  Outlook  Conference,  similar  to  our  USDA  Outlook  Conferences, 
specialists  estimated  that  Canada  is  headed  for  another  good  dairying  year 
in  1956.    A  considerable  supply  of  nonfat  milk  solids  is  expected  to  seek  ex- 
port outlets,  as  production  is  expected  to  be  more  than  needed  at  home.  .  .  . 
Severe  drought  cut  production  of  dairy  products  this  past  season  in  Syria  but 
the  specialists  think  Syria  will  be  a  net  exporter  of  dairy  products  in  the 
season  just  ahead. 
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Brr-r-r-rl  VJACM  Weather  Station  Reports 

Speaking  of  the  weather,  RFD  Dick  Meyer,  WAGM,  Presque  Isle, 
Maine  reports  his  station  thoroughly  equipped  to  keep  listeners  informed  how 
much  to  shiver.    Writing  at  a  mild  11  below,  he  explains  that  they  do  not 
attempt  to  forecast  but  do  tell  their  people  what  the  weather  is  doing. 
They  have  instruments  to  tell  the  direction  and  speed  of  the  wind,  barometric 
pressure  and  several  maximum-minimum  thermometers,  and  have  several  programs 
which  feature  this  information.    Last  year  the  mercury  dropped  to  1*2.2  below 
zero.  .  .  .And  I  ask  you,  who  would  dare  forecast  that  kind  of  weather  and 
expect  to  get  by  with  it? —  An  even  1*2  is  low  enough  for  us. 

Our  Need  for  Water 

In  the  year  ahead  -  and  for  many  years  ahead  -  water,  and  our  need 
to  use  it  better,  will  make  farm  news.    Because  of  the  spectacular,  sensation- 
al, raging  floods  of  last  summer  in  the  East  and  this  winter  on  the  West  Coast 
most  everybody  realizes  we  sometimes  have  too  much  water  and  in  the  wrong 
places.    But  USDA  scientists  seem  more  worried  about  the  way  our  increases 
in  population  are  creeping  up  on  the  so-called  normal  water  supply  across 
the  country.    Then  too  we  are  using  a  lot  more  water  per  person  than  ever 
before. 

They  figure  that  in  the  village  of  long  ago,  folks  may  have 
averaged  using  3  to  S>  gallons  of  water  per  person  per  day.    Now  in  the  average 
term  home  or  in  the  electrified  farm  home,  each  person  uses  60  gallons  or 
more  for  household  and  lawn  watering  purposes.  In  cities  of  10,000  population 
or  more  the  use  probably  runs  up  to  about  180  gallons  a  day. 

Of  course,  we  need  our  clearest,  cleanest,  freshest  water  for  use 
in  the  home,  but  that's  not  the  biggest  use.    The  specialists  say  the  biggest 
single  use  of  water  in  these  United  States  is  for  irrigation.  Irrigation 
takes  about  75  to  100  billion  gallons  of  water  a  day,  or  about  half  the  fresh 
water  we  use  in  a  year's  time.    The  next  largest  user  of  water  is  industry 
and  steam  powerplants,  about  70  billion  gallons  of  water.    And  if  you  are 
thinking  of  drinking  something  else,  it  takes  300  gallons  of  water  to  make 
a  barrel  of  beer.    And  if  you  are  going  places,  it  takes  18  barrels  of  water 
to  refine  a  barrel  of  oil,  and  10  gallons  of  water  to  refine  a  gallon  of 
gasoline,  etc., etc. 

Of  course,  our  researchers  are  looking  for  new  sources  of  water, 
cheaper  ways  to  make  fresh  water  out  of  salt  water,  cloud  seeding  to  control 
rainfall,  forest  management  to  store  snow,  and  the  like.    Even  so,  the 
engineers  say  water  supply  problems  in  America  will  be  serious  for  years  to 
come. 

Use  of  Antibiotics  for  Crops 

Another  safe  forecast  -  antibiotics  will  come  into  more  use  for 
control  of  vegetable  crop  diseases.    Yesterday  Beltsville  researchers 
Zaumeyer,  Doolittle,  and  Wester  announced  that  in  their  experiments  they 
have  controlled  late  blight  of  tomatoes  and  downy  mildew  of  lima  beans  with 
a  spray  using  a  little  streptomycin  and  copper  in  it.    They  think  such  low- 
dosage  antibiotic  sprays  may  give  vegetable  growers  a  practical  low-cost 
control  spray  for  these  and  perhaps  other  fungus  diseases.    Heretofore,  plant 
scientists  have  considered  streptomycin  more  or  less  specific  for  diseases 
caused  by  bacteria.    Now  they  find  streptomycin  works  well  on  the  two  fungus 
diseases,  in  several  different  spray  preparations,  at  the  rate  of  100  parts  of 
the  drug  to  one  million  parts  of  water.    Adding  copper  to  the  antibiotic  sprays 
gives  effective  disease  control  with  very  low  dosages  of  the  antiiSLotic. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan,  7 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  12t30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:    James  Gwin,  head  of  the  Poultry 
and  Egg  National  Board,  on  "January  Egg  Month"]  and  others. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"-  Saturday  12c00  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  Highlights  of  the  Charter 
Meeting  of  the  "Weed  Society  of  America"  -  New  York  City. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:l5  to  9:30  a.m.  EST 


CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.  Features: 
Alfred  Stefferud  on  "The  Agricultural  Year  Book." 

Farm-City  Week  in  '56 


The  General  Office  of  the  Ki wards  International  reports  that  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million  people  throughout  the  U.S.  were  actually  involved 
in  the  observance  of  Farm-City  Week  this  last  Oct.  23-29.    As  the  co-ordinating 
agency,  the  Kiwanis  gives  much  of  the  credit  to  radio  and  TV  and  cooperating 
organizations  for  putting  across  the  idea.    In  1956,  we  will  have  another 
Farm-City  Week.    Put  it  down  on  your  calendar  for  November  16-23. 


Change  in  Brucellosis  Meeting  Dates 


The  February  dates  for  the  regional  meetings  of  USDA's  brucellosis 
advisory  group  have  been  changed  to  a  week  later  than  originally  planned.  The 
schedule  for  the  six  meetings  as  revised  is  Salt  Lake  City,  Jan.  23j  Fort  Worth 
Jan.  25 J  Omaha,  Jan.  27$  New  York,  Feb  13;  Atlanta,  Feb.  15;  and  Chicago, 
Feb.  17.    The  group  is  trying  to  judge  the  value  of  the  program  so  far  and 
wants  to  get  the  ideas  of  individuals  and  interested  organizations  in  oach 
region  as  to  how  to  improve  it. 

Maps  of  Corn  Borer  Danger  Spots 

The  Department  now  has  maps  showing  the  distribution  of  the  European 
corn  borer,  as  revealed  by  surveys  in  23  States  this  past  fall.    This  pest  is 
now  found  in  l,6kh  counties  in  37  States.  Although  no  more  States  were  reported 
harboring  borers  in  1955,  eight  States,  most  of  them  in  the  South,  reported 
continued  spread  of  this  costly  insect  to  hi  new  counties.    Corn  borer  numbers 
went  down  between  '5U  and  '55,  but  the  entomologists  say  there  are  enough 
around  to  cause  serious  infestations  in  1956  corn,  if  coming  weather  conditions 
favor  the  insect. 


Sincerely, 
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Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


